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THE NATIONAL GUARD

What is Said About the Armory
Rent Appropriation.

COMMENTS MADE BY SOME OFFICERS

o

What is Said About the Personnel
of the Rifle Team.

—_—— . ———

MATTERS OF INTEREST

-

Some of the Distriet Nutlonal Guard of-
ficers are discussing with asperity the con-
of other officers in doing business
with the District Commissioners

first consulting the commanding
general. They claim that the proceeding in
guestion is not only foreign to all military
methads, but is also extremely unfair, for,
ey allege, as soon as the new armory

el
direet
without

ilding was completed the commanding
«netal notified the lIst BattaHom that
::;.lrtr'r.-a aould be assigned the baitalion in
the new building.

The officers of the battalion mentloned

they did not care to leave
and were thereupon inform-
ntal ecould be allowed them,
("ongress had made an ap-
stion for the rent of an armory
™. Similar understanding, it is sald,
12 had with the o »rs of the National
huit, it is charged, certain officers of
wo commands broke faith by appear-
tie Commissioners and asking
sge of the armory appropria-
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Attention is directed by several officers

two

that the ar-
ht Infantry
¥ rented for other
airs, cyele shows,
. latest of all, has
wmnagement of the
vention for the en-
1 5 rendering imposel-
National Guarl work therein.
around that as scon as
general is furnished with
Commissioners
» o o in the mat-
nal Guard appropriation
terresl 1o will be called upon
“ir conduct. -
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of Old Relinbles.
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Within a few days an official circular
will b &1 from headguarters announe-
ing the program arranged for the selection

T of the rifte team that will

R the brigade in. the annual

t Sen (Girt next Sepiember. The

in rega~d to the team have hereto-
o1t publishe i in The Star, but it may
ting to note that the team of
teddly consist of less known

«+ of former years, and
the twelve men finally
tle on the Jersey range
as strong in marksmanship as
team of 185, not a few persons will
swhat surprised. I'nless the new
markaldy well, the coming
reakenied by the absence of
Corporal Maurice
| riged his place of resldence
shington 1o New Jersey, and there
folks who do say that Gen.
= too good a soldler and team cap-
to take advantage of the opportu-
orral the former engineer corporal
ure of the Jersey team. Pri-
werald is no lenger a Guardsman,
excludes him

+hablea

fact, of course,
wration In speaking of the per-
team. Sergt. James Stewart,
nember of the District’s
- it=2 inception, Is at pres-
Conn., and the chances are
be breathing Connecticut alr
period of shooting at Sea Girt.
. Carleton, who recently re-
gree as master of laws, s ex-
1 leave for Florida, there to
tical “politics.
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Promising Materinl in Plenty.

In all events, it may be stated practicaily
a3 a certainiy that not more than eight of
the men who shot on the team of 1805 will
be among those to defend the Hilton tro-
phy at the coming competition. But on the
oiher hamd there is lots of promising ma-
terial available, and some of it Is not with-
out experience. Particular atiention is to
be pald to the new men, and If they can be
worked into shape during the next two
months, strong hope exists of the team
hing Lhe standard estiablished last fall.
ule the membership, the team of
IS4 will far surpass those of days gone by
In the way of equipment, for the men are
to be provided with every known mech-
anism that has proved an ald to marks-
manship.

The runge at Ordway Is now undergoing
rh ecleaning. The grass is being
ul a large foree of men are work-
adlly tixing things in tip-top shape.
Ax to Free Ammunition.

mow
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The idea that seems to have found stand-
Ing room in the minds of some guards-
men to the effect that the department of
rifle practice is organized for the purpose
of throwing ammunition all over the eoun-
try is a slight mistake. Free ammunition
1= limited 1o twenty rounds a day per man,
and will be issued to no one whe has not
completed the required gallery practice.
Those men whé could not find time to com-
piete their scores during the six months
set asice for tha! purpese, have no cliims
&t the present time for the issuance of
ammunition. And again, the ammunition
will be Issued only to Guardsmen whe are
likely to develop and show improvement.
IE, afler 1wo or three issues, any officer or
man failed to display slgns of progress,
l'lil‘.h-;' supplies of ammunition are to be
cut off.

Battalion Inspectors of rifle practice will
be supplied with check books, and on their
recommmendation ammunition will be lssued
&t the range, if it is clear that the man
presenting the check has completed his
gailery practice: the question will be easily
determined by reference to a 'Ist of those
who have finished the indoor work, which
wlill be handy at the range office.

The work of loading shells at the armory

has been suspended until the arrival of a
sipply of bullets that has been ordered.
The ammunition for the brigade team is to
be specially constructed, and the work of
loading it will begin in the near future.
Mednl Fresented by Capt. May.
Capt. Hearg May, ald-de-camp, has pre-
sented to the Guard
a handsome and
costly medal, which e .
will be awarded the (/€%
winner of the *“May o
medal match,” to be
inaugurated at the
coming fall rifle com-
petitions of the Dis-
trict National Guar:l,
The die for the medal
is the work of Tif-
fany, and is in the
possession of Cap-
tain May, who will
have a medal struck
off every year. The
medal proper is a
circular =old pilece,
and on the front is
the figzure of an old Puritan sharpshooter,
inclosed in a wreath. On the rear is en-
graved: “Presented to the D. C. National
Guard by Captain Henry AMay.” The medal
is suspended from a red and black ribbon,
the c¢olors of the monogram of the May
family. The “May medal mateh” will be
at k), 600 and TN yards, and no one below
the grade of sharpshooter during the year
preceding the match will be eligible for
entry. It may be stated in this connection
tha: all qualificationz for entry inio the
rifle matches hereafter will be based upon
the record of the preceding, not the cur-
rent, year.

First Battnlion Field Sports.

Company C, 1st Battalion, is forging to
the front with commendable activity, and
the members of the rejuvenated command
are arranging for their first annual day of
fleld sports, Saturday, July 11, at 4:30 p.m.,.
at the International Athletlc Park, with
much enthusiasm.

This company has recently been thor-
oughly reorganized, and placed upon a new
line of work and action; new officers and
rew men, all determined, through a spirit
of unity and friendship, of placing it among
the foremost of the militia eccmpanies of the
District National Guard, if not at the head.

It Is stated 10 be the desire of the present
members that the ccmpany should repre-
sent the 1st Battalion in the interstate
competitive driils which may take place in
the future; this, of course, takes a little
time and preparation, a little hard work
and patience; but with the encouragement
received in the past six months the outlook
Iz certainly for a bright future.

¥Variation From Tactical Training.

The athletic entertalnment to be given is
somewhat of a varlation from the tactical
training and disciplined duties of a soldier,
but It Is the wish to Inculcate an interest
for paysieal development and soclal enjoy-
ment among the members and friends as
well as the more strict milltary require-
ments.

The program Includes an Indlvidual drill,
open to members of National Guard com-
panies, for a costly gold medal. The United
States army drill regulations adopted Octo-
ber 3, 1841, are to be followed, and the drill
iz to consist of the manual of arms, with
and without the numbers; loadings and
firings, standing, kneellng and lying down,
both as front and rear rank. .

Among the Guardsmen who are to offi-
clite as officials of the field day are Quar-
termaster S=rgeant S. Porter House of the
1st Battalion, First fergeant W. E. Thomp-
scn of the 1st Battalion, Capt. James L.
Mock of the 2d Regiment, Capt. Willlam E.
Horton of the brigade staff, First Lieuten-
ant A. P. Robbins, Battery A, Light Artil-
lery: Second Lieutenant Jesse B. K. Lee of
the 1st Eattalion and First Lieutenant
Jesse F. Grant of the 1st Battallon,

First Battalion Meeting.

At the monthly meeting of the First
Batralion Wednesday evening last Second
Lieutenant Jesse B. K. Lee, who has been
in charge of Lhe reorganization of the
Company C, turned that command over to
the corps with a membership of forty-sgev-

en. As soon as an election of captain
12 erdered L4euterant Lee will undoubtedly

be promoted to the permanent command of |

the company.

The election of Capt. John 8. Miller to the
captaincy of Company A was approved,
and Distriet Attorney A. A. Birney was
unanimously elected a member of the or-
ganization. A resolutlon to increase the
Initlation fee and the dues was lald on the
table until the October meeting.

Discharges, Honorable and Otherwise

The dishoncrable discharges of H. L. B.
Atkinson and Augustus Hartfield have been
revoked and honoralble discharges granted
In their stead.

To accept promotion by commission, the
following have been honorably discharged:
Sergeant Fabian Columbus, Third Separate
Company; Color Sergeant James B. Webb,
Second Baltalion, and Candldate First Ser-

geant Wilham C. Fischer, Company B,
Fifth Battalion.

On their own applications, the following
have been honorably discharged: Corporal
Samuel M. Croft, ambulance corps, and
Private Charles F. G. De Moll, corps of
field music.

In the interest of the service the follow-
ing have been discharged: Privates William
Keefer and Clarence K. Young, both of
Company C, Fourth Battalion.

Notes.

Capt. Harry Walsh, superintendent of the
armory, has announced that hereafter the
indiscriminate borrowing of keys from his
office will be discontinued, and men desir-
ing to secure admittance to the company
rooms must get the kevs from their re-
spective company commanders.

Company A, Second Battalion, has sus-
pended drills until the announcement of
camp. An assembly roll call, however, will
be made Monday evenings at 8:30 o'clock.

Workmen have been engaged during the
week frescoing the walls of the rooms oc-
cupled by Company A, Third Battalion.
When the improvements are completed it
is expected that the quarters mentioned
will be as handsome as any in the armory
building.

It Is expected that Second ILieutenant
George N. McLoughlin, ambulance corps,
will tender his resignation within a few
days, as It is his Intention to remove to
Tennessee for the furpose of practicing
medicine. Private James E. Porter has
been assigned to duty as ambulance driver
of the corps.
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A Rattlesnake Skin for a Necktie.
From the New York Tribune.

A necktle made of the skin of a rattle-
snake and with eight rattles left on was
discovered in a paper box as it was pass-
ing through the mailing department of the
general post office yesterday morning. It
was addressed to A. Vonnegut, Munster,
Germany, and one of the clerks peeped
into the box to see if the contents were of
a class tkat could legally be sent through
the malls across the sea. The post office
officials ruled that it contained goods of a
salable value and could not be sent through
the malls unless properly sealed and post-
age at the rate of § cents a half ounce
paid. Unless the sender reads about the
detention of his rnovel present, and calls at
the post office and pays more money, his
German brother in the fatherland will
probably not have the pleasure of wearing

this strictly unique specimen of American
ingenuity In haberdashery.

An Earnest Prosecutor.
From the Indianapolis Journal.

““We got the earnestest prosecutor in our
county on earth,” said Rubberneck Bill to
the wondering tourist.

*Earnest?’ paid the touist.

“You bet. Every time he don’t hang a
feller he is prosecutin’ he takes it as a
mc:?n insult and shoots the feller any-

FOR COLORED WOMEN

Meeting of the National League to
Be Held Here,

WORK OF THE LOCAL ORGANIZATION

Preparations to Entertain the Af-
filiated Societies.

SOME LOCAL WORKERS

_——

The evening of the farewell session of the
big Endeavor convention will witness the
opening of a very interesting convention of
colored women in this city. The National
League of Colored Women, the first na-
tional assoclation of the kind ever organ-
ized In the United States, will hold its first
convention here the 18th, 14th, 15th and 16th
of July, and from present indications it
promises to be the most important gathering
of colored women ever assembled on this
continent. Representative colored women
from all parts of the country will be in at-
tendance, as the Natlonal League has
branches In nearly every state of the Unlon.

The convention will be held in the Fif-
teenth Street Presbyterian Church. At first
the plan was to open the convention on Wed-
nesday morning, the 14th instant, but at a
recent meeting of the convention commit-
tee it was decided to
have the preliminary
opening the evening
of the 18th, when
there will be a recep-
tion to the publie.
The program commit-
tee is arranging to
make this the most
enjoyable occasion of
the convention. Ad-
dresses of welcome
will be delivered by
Commissioner Ross,
Rev. F. J. Grimke,
Rev.Alexander Crum-
mell, D. D, and Mrs.
Helen A. Cook, and a
delightful musical
program will be fur-
Mra. A. J. Cooper. nished by Mrs. Alioce
Strange Davis, who will look after the muslc
during the sessions of the convention.

The formal opening of the convention will
take place-the following morning, when Mrs.
Helen A. Cook, national president, will de-
liver an address to the assembled delegatesn,
after which the convention will settle down
to business. The first day will be devoted
to the question of education among the col-
ored people, and especially the colored wo-
men.  Papers will be
read by Mrs. Fanny
Jackson Coppin, prin-
cipal of the Institute
for Colored Youth In
Philadelphia; Mrs.
Maria L. Baldwin of
Cambridge, Mass.,
and Mrs. Mary
Church Terrell of this
city. The second day §
will be devoted to the
consideration of the
professions as they
relate to colored wo- 4
men. The principal
addrese will be de-
livered by Miss Platt
otIChlcago. the only
colored woman prac-
ticing law in the Mrs. B. K. Bruce.
United States. On the third day the con-
vention will hold Its session at Harper's
Ferry, the delegates golng to this historic
town In the morning and returning in the
afternoon to hold the evening session Iin this
city.

The last day will be devoted ta the elec-
tion of officers and
the conslderation of
the question of the
home life of colored
women. The prinei-
pal addresses on this
subject will be de-
livered by Mrs. Bilone
Yates of Kansas City,
\“ Mo., and Mrs. Booker
\Q T. Washington of

i Tuskeege, Ala.

The local branch of
this organization,
known as the Colored
Women’'s League, en-
joys the distinction of
being the oldest and
largest in the coun-
try, and it was main-
ly through its efforts
that similar socletles were established else-
where, and finally welded into a national
assoclation.

It prides ltself upon the practical and ef-
ficlent work It has done in the District in
the way of promoting the interests of col-
cred women, and its members have been
working diligently the past three months
making preparations to receive and enter-
tain the affiliated socletiies.

The movement for natlonal organlzation
having started in thils eity, it was but
natural that when, last year, the national
organizgation was perfected Washington
should be made its headquarters and that
the management was glven largely to
Washington women.

The president of both the natlonal and
local organization is Mrs. Helen A. Cook
of this city. BShe has put her heart and
soul In the work of building up, strength-
ening and extending the work -of the
league. Bhe is the wife of John F. Cook
of this city. Mrs. Cook is a remarkably
energetic executive officer and a lady of
culture and refinement. 4

Mrs. A. J. Cooper, the corresponding sec-
retary, is the authoress of the book “A
Volce From the Bouth,” and her culture
and intellectuality,as

Mary C. Terrell.

well as her sweet
and gentle spirit
have lmpresned

themselves upon the
efforts of the associ-
ation in a most per-
manent and bene-
ficial manner. Bhe is
a native of North
Carolina, a graduate
of Oberlin College,
and is teaching 1|
Colored High
School of this city.

One of the most
distinctive features
of the work of the
local crganization is
the success with
which it has con-
ducted evening in- ]
dustrial classes for the henefit of women
who have no cther time or opportunity to
avail themselves of such training. These
classes are under the personal supervislon
of Mrs. B. K. Bruce. She iz one of the
most zealous league workers, and s fre-
quently spoken of In league circles as a
“presidential possibility.”

Among the other active league workers
of the District are Mrs. F. J. Grimke, wife
of the pastor of the
FifteenthStreet Pres-
byterian Church;
Mrs. Ida Balley, a
native of Virginia;
who has brought to
the league work the
energy and thorough-
golng enthusiasm
characteristic of Vir-
| ginlans, and Mrs.
" Terrell, who 18 a
member of the board
of school trustees.

Among the most
prominent of those
who will attend the
Fanny Jatkan Cop

anny op-
Mrs. Washington.pin of Philadelphia,
who stands at the
head of the colored women educators In

Thurman.

— ,F

this country; Mrs. J. Sllone ¥ of Kan-
sas City, Mo., the most active lsague work-
er outside of Washington; Booker
T. Wasghington of Alabama, and Mrs. Lucy

Thurman, W. C, T. U. organizer among
colored women In the Unfted States, whose
visit to this city a few weeks ago aroused
80 much Interest in temperance circles.
Mre. Thurman is a lady of large riance
and influence as an organizer, and will in
all probability be the next president of the
national association.
—

MOVING GREEN BAND

A Curious Speciss of Tropical Ants and
Their Habits,

In Orderly Array Like an Army, They
Carry Green Leaven in Thelr

Strong Jaws.

1

I once had it brought home to me in an
impressive manner that I had been very
unchservant of the things immediately
about me. It came ahout in this manner.
I was camping alone on the igland of To-
bago, ard had taken the trail leading from
iy hut on the beach into the deep forest—
a path over which I had walked at least a
score of timea before—and T presently
reached a sopt where the shade was so
dense that it made a sort of twilight. Sud-
denly there appeared to my astonished
cyes something that caused me to rub them
in doubt whether I was not dreaming; for
right in front of me, crossing the path, was
a band of green, stretching across the
brown, dun-colored earth, and as my eyes
became accustomed to the dim light so
that I could observe it more partieularly, I
saw that this green ribbon was moving
regulerly along, like the belt over a factory
wheel. At first it seemed to be golid and
unbroken, but seon I detected many di-
visicna In the line, and saw that it was
composed of thousands of bits of leaves,
each about half an inch in diameter. Up-
on turning over tome of these leaf-frug-
ments, I found that the motive power of
each one was a big red ant, who clung
to 1t desperately, and as soon as released
took ite place in the ranks again. For
many minutes I watched the verdant pro-
cesston, but'it seemed no nearer the end
than when I flrst saw It, Out of the
dusky woods on one side the path it
emerged, and into the depths on the other
it disappeared, traveling tirelessly onward
to some destination unknown to me. ]
could not very well trace its course, the
forest being a0 dense; but there must have
been millions of ants in the column, all
marching in perfect order, and evidently
with some definite end in view,

We know that these insects have excit-
ed the wonder and admiration of all observ-
€ra, from the time of Solomon to the pres-
ent. They seem to possess imstinets which
border close upon reason; for they build
bridges, bore tunnels, excavate galleries;
some of them make slaves of other ants,
and others keep a sort of insect cows
that yield them milk. Their Hfe-historles
have been carefully studied by some of the
most eminent naturalists. The very specles
that I had the good fortune to (nd crossing
my path that morning In the forest is de-
scribed by Mr. Alfred Wallace, who found
it in the Amazon region of Brazil. It seems
to prefer a distrlct where 1ed earth is
abundant, and there it hullds great mounds,
sometimes twenty feet across and three or
four feet In height. “‘These hillocks,” says
the famous naturalist just mentioned, “‘are
riddled with holes in every direction, and
into them the ants may be secen dragging
little circular pleces of leaf, whicn they
cut off from particular trees preferred by
them. Orange trees and leguminous shrubs
suffer most from their ravages, and these
they sometimes entrely strip of their
foliage in a nlght or two. Young plan's,
too, suffer very much and cannot be grown
in some places on account of them. They
remain in one loeality for a long tlme; fcr,
on my ohserving to a gentleman at a cattle
eatate near Para how remarkably the track
of these ants was worn across the pathway
and through the grass, he informed e
that he had observed them marching along
that very track for fifteem or twenty
yeoars." ?

This, then, waas the explanaton of the
green ribbon across the trall; it was com-
posed of ants carrying to thelr nests leaves
with which to line thelr cells. Those which
do thie work are what is known in the
ant world as *“neuters.”” They are very
strong and have tremendous jaws.

These iusects, which are known as the
great-headed red ants, not only use their
powerful scissor jaws upon the leaves of
trees and plants, but should they find a
tablecloth or handkerchief, or anything
of that kind on the groun&, will cut out
of it neat little semi-circular holes, taking
the pleces away to their nests. Whether
or not they use these bits of cloth for lin-
ing thelr nests, or put them to their prop-
er use as napkins and handkesghiefs, I
cannot say.

At certaln seasong of the year, however,
the Indians of Brazll make harbarous re-
prigals for all thelr devastations. At one
time of the year,” says Mr. Wallace, "the
female ants come out of thelr holes ‘n great
L. numbers, and are caught by the Indlans by
the basketful. The insects are very slug-
gish, and never fly, though furnished at
the time with wings. When they come out
there is great excitement in the Indian vil-
lage, all the young men, women and chil-
dren setting themselves to catching the
‘saubas.” as they call them: They are kept
in calabashes and bottle-shaped baskets,
the mouths of which are stopp=d up with
a few leaves. It is a ra‘her singular sight
to see for the firgt time an Indian taking
his breakfast In the ‘sauba’ season. The
insects are actually eaten ulive, the ant
being held by its head, as we would hold
& strawberry by ita stem, and the alxlomen
bitten off. The only part eaten is the ab-
domen, which is very rich and fatty, from
the mass of undeveloped eggs. 'laving se-
cured the edible part of the ant, the bead
and thorax, with the wings and legs at-
tached, are thrown to the ground, where
the wretched Insect crawls about, as
though unaware of the loss of lts poster-
lor extremities. The Indians not only eat
them fresh, but also smoke and salt them
for future use, regarding them =as the
choicest of thelir daintles.”

I was not aware of all the uses to which
these ants could be put when they crossed
my trail in the woods; but if I had been, 1
doubt greatly -that-I should have consider-
ed them aveilable as articles of dlet, cven
though my larder was not alwaya supplied.
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The Dog Found His Money.
From the New York Tribune. : -

John A. Btaats, proprietor of the Sheri-
dan House at Elizabeth, has a setter dog
named Feinle, for which he has refused
offers of several hundred doHars. Yester-
day Mr. Staats had the receipis of the ho-
tel for Saturday and Sunday. in the safe,
and In the afternoon he made up his ac-
counts and placed the bills and checks be-

tween the leaves of his bank book. About
the book he placed an elastic band. He put
the book in one of his pockets and started
for the bank. When-he reached the bank
and placed hie hand in the pocket the book
was gone. He searched his other pockets,
and then started back to look for the miss-
ing bcok and money. Just as he left the
bank he met the dog coming toward him
with the took In her mouth. The money
and checks were undisturbed. It is sup-
posed that he dropped the book just as he
left the hotel, and it was picked. up by the
dog, and she followed him.

‘

A Cultivated Taste.)
From the Cincloaat! Enquirer. -
Mr. Moth—“What a hetrible flavor of
moth balls this sacque has!’ S
Mrs. "Moth—"Dear me, Adernon, ‘you are
positively disgusting. Don't you k that
a liking for carbolic acid and -ta fs the
best evidence that one has moved good

soclety and acquired & gultivated e

RAILROAD DOINGS

The Southern System About to Ex-
pand Anew.

POTOMAC STEAMERS IN VIEW

LINE OF

B. and O. Freight Receipts In-
creased by Ore Importations

THE DEFAULTED DIVIDENDS

It Is understood that the Southern Rall-
way Company contemplates the establish-
ment in the near future of a llne of pas-
senger and freight steamers between Wash-
ington and Norfolk, Va. This, it is thought,
can be done at but slight expense. The
bew steamer Atlanta, recently completed
by the Cramps at a cost of $250,000, hus
been pyt on the company’s new route be-
tween Baltimore and Norfvlk, and the
same firm is about finishing a sister steain-
€r, equal in all respects to the Atlanta, in-
tended for the same route, Should the
company desire it this will relieve them
from the necessity of keeping several ex-
cellent boats heretofore used on the York
River line, between Baltlmore and West
Point, Va., and admit of their belng placed
on other waters. Within the present week
the route of the York River boats has
been established to Norfolk, to which port
a daily service is to be maintained, but the
steamers of the line will only go to West
Point three times a week In future Instead
of daily as formerly,

The Atlanta made her first trip promptly
on time, and the run both ways was emi-
nently satsfactory, both to her officers and
owners. She not only carried a blg pas-
eenger list and a heavy freight eargo, but
developed all the gpeed that was called for
in the contract, ard it is believed that she

could easily he made to exceed the maxi-
mum rate stipulated,
The Southern May Expand Further.

There seems to be no disposition on the
part of the Bouthern railway people who
are posted on the subject to deny the state-
ment that the Southern is about to buy the
Memphis and Charleston road at fore-
clesure sale, and Incorporate it Into their
present system. The fereclosure of the
moritgage on the road has been asked for
by a majority of the first mortgage bond-
holders and Mr. John D. Caldwell, a promi-
vent lawyer of Knoxville, Tenn.,, who is
&lec connected with the lezal department
of the Southern Railway Company, has
gone to Aberdeen, Miss., to flie a bill to
foreclose the mortgage and ask for an or-
Ger for the sale of the road. Similar bille
have already been filed In the Tennessee
court at Memphis, and the Alabama courts
&l Huntsville.

Mr. Caldwell also represents his brother,
who acted as special commissioner in the
tdale - of the old East Tennessee, Virginia
and Georgia raflway system. It is believed
by those who are usually well Informed in
reference to the inside workings of the
Southern Rallway Company's affairs that
the road will be ordered sold within a few
weeks, and that the Southern will become
the purchaser, =

The Memphis and Charleston is one of the
oldest, best and most Important railways
in the south, and it iz helieved that, if
purchased by the Southern company, It wiil
prove a most valuable addition to their al-
ready magnificent system, in harmony witn
which It is now operated. As originally
chartered it was intended that the main
line should conneet the cities of Memphis
and Charleston, but {t has never been con-
structed beyond Chattanoora, which is
about 400 miles from Memphis. The route
Is magnificent, and it passes immediately
et the foot of “Lookout Mountain.” It has
#lso & number of branch lines, includin
one formerly known as the Missigslppi anﬁ
Tennessee, 1) miles long, to Granada,
siss.,, and a branch known as the Nash-
ville division by which passengers reach
the capital of Tennessee. At Chattanooga
it connects with a perfect network of
rallways, which radiate into évery part of
Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina and Ten-
neegsee, and with the Cincinnati Southern,
which runs In almost an alr line between
Chattancoga and the *‘queen city of the
west."

Cincinnati’s Pet Rallroad.

The latter road was bullt at a cost of
$16,000,000 for the purpose of attracting
trade from the merchants in the heart of
the south and contigucus territory to those
of Cincinnati, and the principal portion

of the money used in constructiom was
furnished by the cHty of Cincinnatl. It is
also for-sale, as the enterprise has not
been successful as a paver of dividends
on the Investment itself, and the people of
Clncinnatl have, through their representa-
tives, expressed a desire to be rid of the
burden tke road imposes upon them in the
‘way of taxation. So far, however, as being
the means of drawing trade to the city
from Georgia, Alabama and Tennessee is
concerned, the investment made has proven
all that was claimed by the promoters of
the work when the bullding of the:line was
agitated and the money for its construc-
tion voted, and the disposition of the peo-
ple of Cincinnat! to part with their “pet"”
rallroad is believed to be simply in line
with the course that has been found to be
advantageous by most citles, which, as
corporations, were induced in the past to
asslst In building railroads.

Ore Importntions From Cubn.

The loss of revenue sustalned by the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company as
freight on coal from western Maryiand
and West Virginla polnts to those in New
England, through the operation of the
present tariff, is likely to be more than
made up by the resumption of the importa-
tion of iron ore from Cuba by the Car-
negles.

For many years previous to 1801 the great
iron manufacturers whose plants were in
western Pennsylvania imported large quan-
tities of iron ore from St. Jago, one of the
most important of the Cuban ports, but
about five years ago importations began to
fall off, and presently ceased entirely, and
the first cargo of ore that has reached
Baltimore for a long time fram St. Jago
arrived there this week. The cargo was
brought in a British steamship, and was
loaded directly from the hold of the ves-
sel on the cars of the B. and 0., and thence
taken direct to the Carnegie furnaces.

Within the last few months the coal
carrying trade of the B. and O. between
the George's creek and Elk Garden regions,
as the coal-producing sections of western
Maryland and West Virginia are respect-
ively named, has fallen off appreciably,
and this decrease s thought to be due to
the operations of the tariff bill, which re-
duced the coal schedule so much that the
manufacturers of New England have
found It largely to their advantage to buy
their semi-bituminous coal in Nova Scotla.
No one, not even the Nova Scotia operat-
ors themselves, will deny that the coal
mined in Maryland and est Virginla is
far superior to the Canadlan coal for pro-
duclng steam, but mnevertheless the New
England people have placed big contracts
for coal with:the Nova Scotians, and are
likely to add'to these orders in (he near
future, and the resumption of the impor-
tation of Iron ore at the port of Balti-
more is therefore especially gratifying to
the freight officials of the B. and O.

: The B. 0. Affairs,

Receiver Cowen has been elected presi-
dent of the Winchester and Strasburg Rail-
road Company, a8 the corporation that
owns the Valley dlvision of the Baltimore
and Ohlo 1s known. Mr. Cowen succeeds
Mr. Charles F. Mayer, former president of
the Baltimore and Ohlo. The office of

president of the Winchester and Btrasburg
{8 always held by the president of the Bal-
timore and Ohlo, as the Baltimore and Ohilo
is the lessee, and absolutely controls Its
policy. The old board of directors have
also been re-elected for enother year.

A meeting has been called, to be held
next week, in Baltimore, of the committee
representing the holders of the first pre-
ferred stock of the Baltimore and Ohig, to
take action in reference to the defauit in
the guaranteed dividend. As heretofore
stated in The Star, the amount of this
stock Is $3,000,000, of which $1,100,000 is
held by the Johns Hopkins University, and
the remainder by Baltimore eapitalists. The
ccmmittee, which I8 composed of Messrs.
John Gill, John A. Whitridge and James L.
McLane, with Mr. J. Hall Pleasants, :halr-
man of the finance commiltee of the Johns
Hopkins University, as chalrman ex-officlo,
has retained Messrs. Bernard Carter, Ar-
thur George Brown and John J. Donalds=on
as counsel for the committee. The three
lawyers are among the most eminent of the
profession at the Maryland bar, and Mr.
Carter is chilef attorney for the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad Company in Maryland.

War Declared.

As was foreshadowed by The Star several
days ago would be the case, war has been
declured by the Seaboard Air Line Rail-
road Company, which is also the owner of
the Old Bay Line of steamers between
Baltimcre and Norfolk, and the Southern
Railvay Company on account of the plac-
ing by the la ter of a new line of steamers
between the {wo points named.

e

HOW TO KNOW TORNADOES.

Some Characteristic Features
These Unwelcome Visltors.
From Harper's Weekly.

Perhaps the most important distinctlon to
emphesize Is that between the appearance
of a thunder storm and a tornado, since, if
this can be defined, much needless fear at
the approach of black but harmless thun-
der storms can be avolded. When not com-
bired with tornado manifestations the thun-
der storm sends aloft a narrow lne of
black clouds In advance, which remains
kigh in the air. At the right and left the
black clouds seem to reach the earth, but
this is caused, not by a deecent to the
€arth, as in a tornado, but by distant edges
ot the high black clouds receding below the
Lorizon line. It is cne storm which epreads
Lo the left and right. There is no eplitting
up of clouds with the formation of a aif-
ferent storm at another part of the horl-
EOnL.

The tornado Is easily distinguished from
this perfectly plain edge of black with its
Lghter rain mist extending to the earth.
Whether the funnel 1&g veiled by rain or
not, it i# ordinarily so bluck that as it ap-
Lroaches it appears as a column of dense
darkness, narrowest at the earih, with
lufht breaking through on either side of It
The most marked trait of all is that other

of

clouds scem to be approaching, others moy-

ing at rieht angles, and a distinet storm of
light hue is coming up from the southwest.
This is all caused by the tornado, which ‘s
drawing clouds and alr currents toward
itself from great distances. As the oruado
tunnel comes nearer, with its dark mass of
rubbish reaching to the earth, the roar is
frightful, giving the obscrver fifteen or
twenty minutes’ warning. The southwest
corner of the cellur, if the tornado is ap-
prezching from the south or west, {s the
eafest place of refuge. {'he tornado carries
the wreckage to the rorth and east, and if
the funnel is seen in the north or east it
need not be feared, Lecause it will almost
certainly move away. Of G tornadoes spe-
cially classified, all but thirty-five moved
from southwest to northeast, and nearly all
the thirty-five moved eastwardly,

The funnels have a rotary motion from
right to left, and this motion i= not due to
elecirical action, but to acceleration of con-
flicting air currents, Lieut. Finley shows
that the lighining suppesed to be in the fun-
Lel 18 already in adjacent thunder clouds.
The broken and witiiered buds, brulsed by
tne action of the alr, are evaporated by the
sun after the tornado, causing the foliage 10
lcok seared, giving rise to the error that the
ternado manifests burning electrical power,
It has Leen demonstrated by study of
wreckage that as the funnel leaves the
€arth and rises into the air its foree slizht-
ly diminishes, and that this bounding mo-
tion causes the funnel to spare onc build-
Ing and demolish another. The funnel,
with its small end to the earth, spins iike
a top, moving along at an average rate of
about ferty miles and hour, but the ve-
locity of the spin is incaleulable. It is like
the motion of alr impelled by an explosion.

Tornadoes generally oceur between 3 I
and 5 p.m., and not more than one in a
thousand takes place between 10 p.m. and
nceon of the fellowing day. I have heard of
only two instances in which the tornade oc-
curred betwesan midright and morning—one
at Holwwkus, N.J., and anotker In southern
Micklgan, which caused slight loss of life.
Since these are cnly two in about 2,000
cases, the danger from tornadoes at night
is so small that it need not be considered.

He HKnew Secds If Not Latin.
From Harper's Round Tuble,

Every lover of art knows of the celebrat-
ed works of Meissonler, the painter. Now,
Meissonier not only ecould paint, but he
could tell a good story, and he was es-
pecially fond of relating this little ance-
dote of his gardener, wiose horticultural
erudition was remarkahle:

A smattering of learning is a dangerous
thing, and Meissonier's gardener had a lit-
tle knowledize of the Latin tongue, which
he was fond of using to name his different
plants. Meissonier for & long time was
skeptical of his gardener's Latin, so one
day he get a trap for bim by giving him
the ro2 of a red herring and asking what
seed 1t was.

Withcut hesitating the gardener gave it
a long Latin name, and promised that it
wculd bloom In ebout three weeks. Meis-
senier cliuckled to himself, and agreed to
i1 epect the blooms In three weeks or more.
"When the time came the painter ques-
ticned his learned horticulturist about it,
and that party led him Into the hot house
toc an enorn.ous flower pot. There, sure
erough, were the blooms in the nature of
the heads of six red herrings just emerging
from the dirt in the pot. Metssonier Lr2ath-
ed a deep sigh and shook his gardener's
hand, exclaiming: “What a wonderful man
you are!”

Fish That Yawn.
From the Spectator.

It 1s not generally known that fish yawn.
The writer saw a turbot yawn twice, and
a4 cod once—the latter being one of the
widest yawns accomplished by ahy animal
or its size. The yawn of a turbot, being
something not commonly‘uen, deserves
more particular description. A turbot's
mcuth is twisted on one side, rather as If
it had belonged to a round fish which some
one had aceldentally trodden on and squash-
ed halfl fiat. The yvawn begins at the lips,
which cpen as if to suck in water. Then
the juws become distenaed, and it is seen
that this Is going to be a real, genulne
subnuarine fish's yawn. But the yawn
gces on, works through the back of iis
head, disterding the plates of the skull,
ard comes out at the gills, which opan,
show the red inside, are inflated for a mo-
n:ent, and then, with a kind of stretching
skiver of its back, the fish flattens oul
egain, until, if unusually bored, it relieves
itself .by another yawn.
———r e —

Weary Waggles, Diglomat.
From the Cleveland Leader.

Tramp—“W'ot a beautiful baby that is,
miss. Your little sister, ain't 1t? Looks
Jjust like wvou.”

Mrs. Gulllng—*“No, that’s my little
daughter. Poor man! You look as if
you had walked a long way. Do you take
sugar and milk in your tea?’

The Least That Might Be Done.
From the Chicago Evening Post.
If Spain’s only deslre Is tc make =a
slaughter house of Cuba it should at least

make a study of the improved methods of
zilling.

REAL ESTATE GOSSIP

Some Viewsin Regard to the Supoly
of Public Halls,

WHAT IS THODGHT T0 BE THE NCED

Water Supply Problem in the Sub-
urban Sections.

ERECTION OF BUILDINGS

_——

It is lkely that the subject of the supply
of public healls In this city will be one of
considerable interest in the near future,
People whe have to arrange for places
where socleties and organizations can hold
their sessions are just now realizing in a
practical way that the number of such
places has Leen decreased by at least one.
One of the halis which, owing to its central
lecatlon, was quite largely used was Metz-
erott’s Hall, on 12th street near F, but now
that bullding is in the hands of the work-
men, and in the course of a few weeks the
transformation into a theater will have
been completed, S

It has not been announced that any one
at present contemplates erecting a bullding
designed for such a purpose, and it is quite
possible that the situation will cause a re=
vival of the talk which was so common
some time ago in regard to the necessily
of putting up a building of this kind. Bince
the last agltation of the maitter the space
above the Northern market wutiding has
been utilized, and Convention Hall is now
the largest placs of the sort In the city.
Another hall has been fitted over the “ih
street wing of the Center market, and while
both of these places are capable of holding
large numbers of people, yet, after all, it s
said, they do not meet all the pe quirements
of the situation. There is thought to be a
demand for a hall of medium size, which
can be used by organizations and socielies
which, in cmnection with their Mmeetings,
desire to have some soctal features, such as
a4 reception or a banguet.

It is bLelieved that a building of this sort
wlill be found to be renerally avallable, and
a good many people ttink that it represents
one of the pressing necessit'es of the cliy,
According to (he position taken Ly those
who hold this opinion it is evident that
they belleve the needs of the city a= far as
very large halls are concerned and thosa
reprezsenting the opposite Capacity are now
well supplied, and 1t remains 10 provide a
butlding of medium capacity which can_
meet the somewhat varied requirements re-
terred to above.

Water Supply in the Suburbs.

One of the indications of the growth in
population of the suburbar settlements
which are so0 numerous in the country

about the city is the discussion which is
going on relative to suppiying thece places
with sewer and water facilities. The town
of Rockville has taken the initiative io
this matter, and, having sccured the au-
thority froni the legislature of Maryviand,
is preparing to estubl.sh a water supply,
which, through the medium of artesian
wells, will supply fresh water fur the use

of the residents. According te the plans,
the system promises to be effective and
not at sll expensive,

It is likely that other places similarly
situated as Rockville is will imitate this
example and that independent supplies of
water will be gecured. As long as the popu-
lation in these places remaing s attered

water obtained from wells is ‘ound to be
edequate for all aomestic purpssce, but as
gcon as neighbors begin to ecrowd each
other aud houses are built near 1o each
other {t is found that the ground becomes
contaminated from the ref from dwell-
ings and as a result the water in the wells
is affected.

It is thought by some that a remedy for
this evil will be found in providing s sewer
Eysiem, bat It can readily be understood
that so long as there i a local water sup-
ply—in other words, while the drinking
water is drawn from the ground in a thick-
ly bLuilt up section—there is liability of its
being infected and spreading disease and
death. On the other hand, if water ig ob-
tained from a distance where it is entipely
free from all local sources of corruption
then the community can feel assured that
thers i8 no danger from such a source,
The practical execution of the plan in
Rockville will be watched with interest by
residents In other suburban towns.

An F Street Tramsaction.

A real estate transaction of some Interest
was recently closad. Messrs. Pitney and
Bradford, real estate dealers, s=old for
Henry M. Baker, to Stilson Huichins, the
property on the sauth side of F street be-
tween 9th and 10th sireets known as 932
and 434, This property has a frontage of
4% feet 1 inch, an irregular depth of 116 feet
and contains 22 square feet. It is im-
proved by a busloess hatlding, which is un-
der rental. The

price mentioned in the
transacuon was 8500, and this amount
was represented in part by the property
at the southwest corner of 1%th and M
Strects, which was transferred hy Mr,

Hutchins to Mr. itaker,

Jas. M. Hoke's New Home,

Plans have been completed by Frederick
B. Pyle, architect, for a handsome rolonial
residence, to be erected on the south side
of 8 etreet bhetween 19th and “Oth, for Nir.
James M. Hoge. The house wil]l Le siiuat-
ed on th2 corner of an alley, affording an
exposure on three sides. The dimensions
of the building will be 22 feet 6 Inches by

68 feet 4 inches, and there will be
a parlor, entrance and reception halls,
dining room, conservatory, pantry and
kitchen on the first floor: a finished
basement, arranged for cold storage;
laundry, servants’ gquartcers, with bath

and toilet, fuel and teating rooms. In ad-
dition, there will be six chambers on the
iwo upper floors, with large storage room

and handsome tiled bath on cach. The first
floor and front stairs will e fimshed
in hord wood; the rooms throughout
will be finished in Aifferent varietles
of wood, and the decorations made to

narinonize. The gereral detalls are excep-
tonally fine, and call for a superior class
of work.

Some Tmprovéemenits.

A two-story brick store and dwelling will
be erected for Chas. Baum, by W. R.
Coon, on 14th street hetween L and M
streets. The front, which Iz thirty-eight
feet, will be of pressed brick. The depth
is 127 feet.

Plans have been prepared by A, B. Mul-
let & Co., architects, for the remod-
eling of the dwelling at 197 3d street
northeast. A two-story addition at the rear
i85 to be erected.

A. Goenner, architect, has prepared plans
for a three-story residence to he erected
at 507 Stanuton square for Mr. A, Ochmann,
The dimensions will be 20 feet 4§ inches by
60 feet, and the front will be of buff hirick
and Indiana limestone. The interior will
be finished in hard wood, and every modern
improvement will he vhlized in the con-
struction of the building.

A new store front will be put in the first
floor of Odd Fellows' Hall, on Tth street
between D and E streets northwest Six
show windows of neat design are to be put
in by. W. . Childs, contractor.

Melton & Watts, builders, will erect, for

. M. five brick dwelings on Sth
street between F and G streetz northeast.
Each structure will be 17 by 32 feet, and
have threc stories and a cellar, The fronts
will be of gray brick with half-mansard
roof.



